Puzzlement, Frustration 
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California survivors of a family that 
had six members in Jonestown, Gu- 
yana, puzzled this weekend over their 
apparent deaths while relatives on the 
East Coast tried in vain to arrange fu- 
nerals for the six, who represented 
four generations. 

Mary Cottingham, 83; her daughter, 
Florence Heath, 53; her son, Grover 
Washington, 50; her granddaughter, 
Mary Morton, 33; her grandson, Mi- 
chael Heath, 14, and her great-grand- 
daughter, Vickie Morton, 8, are be- 
lieved to be among the more than 900 
members of Peoples Temple who died 
in the mass suicide in Jonestown Nov. 
18. 

Cottingham’s daughter, Essie Flynn 
of Pittsburg, CaUf., said her relatives 
“wanted to go so bad . . . And they 
said they were happy, but I don’t 
know what happened after they got 
there.” She said her mother and sister 
had tried imsuccessfuUy to draw her 
into the cult, but she concluded it was 
“not religious;”: 

In New York, Flynn’s brother, Ti- 
mothy Washington, loaded his station 
wagon with family members Satmday 
and drove to Dover Air Force Base in 
Delaware, where he hoped to find re- 
mains of his kin. The air base is proc- 
essing the victims’ bodies. : : ; 

Officials told him only that it might 
take weeks to fingerprint and identify 
the bodies. Washington gave the offi- 
cials some pictwes and medical rec- 
ords that might help in identifying his 
relations. 

Relatives on both coasts said it was 
Florence Heath, a longtime follower 
of temple mader Jim Jones, who intro- 
duced other family members to Jones 
and the cult, persuading her mother 
and Flynn to move to California to 
join it in 1975. 

“She said she had been going from 
church to church looking for some- 
thing, and when she found this man 
she had foimd it,” Flynn said of her 
sister. 

Flynn said she “came out here be- 
cause my sister told me he was a 
mighty great healer, but he didn’t 
heal my asthma and epUepsy,” or her 
painful bursitis. Her mother and siser 
continued trying to draw her into the 


organization until they left for Gu- 
yana earlier this year, she said. 

“My mother said she was going to 
the Promised Land” when she left 
California for the group’s South 
American settlement, Washington said 
at the Dover base. “They felt that 
man was like a god.” 

Mary Cottingham moved to Brook- 
lyn after she was vridowed in the 
1960s to be near several of the eight 
children she had raised on a farm in 
Florence County, S.C. She was active 
in the Baptist Chinch and senior citi- 
zens’ groups 4n Bedford-Stuyvesant. 

She took with her to California 

and later to Guyana — her youngest 
son, Grover, 40, who was retarded, ac- 
cording to Flynn. 

“We have peace here in this land 
... I wish your children would have 
come along,” Heath wrote to her sis- 
ter in February, shortly after arriving 
in Guyana. “Grover has learned to 
work, to do something for himself for 
the first time.” . 

Joanne Washington said her 
mother-in-law wrote “friendly letters” 
and “seemed happy.” The last letter 
was in April or May. 

“I can’t thank Father [Jones] 
enough for what he done for us, for 
bringing us out of the mire and clay 
and giving us this beautiful home,” 
Cottingham wrote in her last letter to 
Flynn. ' ' 

Flynn said Heath, who had sold her 
Pittsburgh home and parted with her 
husband, dividing the money between 
him and Jones, asked in her last letter 
for a pair of shoes. 

“I was going to send them to her,” ; 
Flynn said yesterday. Of her rela- i 
fives, she added, “I tried to talk them I 
out of going there.” ! 

Gibsons Gave Little Hope 
Cousins Are StUl Alive 

For Jack and Kathleen Griffin of 
Herndon, the wait is almost over. 

The Fairfax couple heard yesterday 
that one of their nine cousins who 
were members of the Peoples Temple 
in Guyana, Maureen Talley Fitch, 29, 
of California had been tentatively 
identified by the State Department as 
one of those who died in last week’s 
mass suicide-murder in Guyana. Jack 


for Remnants 

Griffin said he has little hope the oth- 
ers are alive. 

The Griffins sent descriptions of 
their nine cousins, ranging in age 
from 6 to 35, to authorities in Dover, 
Del., where identifications of the Tem- 
ple members are being made. 

“Certainly, I’m frustrated about it,” 
Griffin said yesterday. “With the 
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greater number of bodies found, the 
chances of the rest of the cousins 
found alive is a lot slimmer. In fact, 
the most likely situation is that they’- 
re all dead.” 

The couple’s proximity to Washing- 
ton made them the focal point of their 
family’s struggle to determine the 
fate of the nine relatives. 


